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9.3 Graphing Quadratic Functions



March 21, 2011



March 21, 2011

From the vertex use the pattern "over 1, up/down 1a, 3a, 5a,7a....." 
to plot several points on the graph

Then find the y-coordinate
Make a table of values, using x-values to the left 
and right of the vertex (5 points)
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LOTS O' Vocab!



March 21, 2011

Step 1: Find the x and y coordinates of the vertex

x- coordinate

y=(1)
2
-2(1)-3

y= -4
y- coordinate

(1,-4)Vertex
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Step 2: Make a table of values
-1
0
1
2

0
-3
-4
-3

3 0
Step 3: Plot the points and connect with a smooth curve

Table 

of

 values

Graph

Vertex goes
 in 

the middle
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Graph 
2.  y = x2           

Graph
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   3.  y = -x2 + 4

Graph
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How do a, b, and c change a 
quadratic equation?

What happens as 'a' gets larger or 
smaller?  What happens when a is 

zero?

What happens as 'b' changes?

What happens as 'c' changes?


